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SUBJECT: Competitive Examining Authority Under The National Sccurity Personnel
System (NSPS)

This memorandum hereby delcgates competitive exarnining authority under title 5,
United State Code (U.S.C.) 9902, et. seqg. to the Deputy Under Secretary of Defense
(Civilian Personnel Policy) (DUSD(CPP)). Requests for-competitive examining
authority to fill NSPS positions must be submitted through the Component headquarters
to the Civilian Personnel Management Service (CPMS). Requests must contain a
justification to establish and operate a competitive examining unit. CPMS will review
the request and forward it to the DUSD(CPP) for approval, as appropriate.

Concurrently, this memorandum authorizes existing delcgated examining units
(established under the Departmerit of Defense (DoD) and Office of Personnel
Management (OPM) interagency agreement) to perform competitive examining for all
NSPS positions. This authorization is valid for thc remainder of each examining unit’s
authorizatior: period under the DoD/OPM interagency agreement. Examining units will
have to meet the requirements for rccertification at that time.
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Examining units must conduct competitive examinirig for NSP'S positions in
accordance with the provisions of 5 U.S.C. 9902 and 9901.515, implementing issuances,
and any subsequent guidarice, CPMS will provide oversight and monitoring of and
assistance to competitive examining units under NSPS.

David S. C. Chu
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